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REVIEW. 

Chemical Percentage Tables and Laboratory Calculation . 

By C. H. Rxdsdalb. 

London: Crosby, Lockwood & Co., Stationers’ Hall Court. 

This book purports to be, what may be fairly called a chemical ready reckoner, and it 
cannot be better described than by taking the first sentence from the preface, which is: 
u The author’s design in writing this little work is twofold—to enable the student of 
chemistry to understand the calculations of the laboratory, and to save the chemist from the 
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greater part of the—to him—useless figuring,’ 1 and the last sentence of the hook itselt, 
which is: “ These examples will, it is hoped, prove sufficient to thoroughly ground the 
student in laboratory calculation.” 

Of course, in a work of this kind it is impossible to check all the figures, and therefore 
our opinion must be based upon statements which are capable of examination. Thus we 
find that, under “ Coal,” we are informed that in order to calculate the percentage of 
sulphur driven off during the coking process “ generally one-half of the total percentage of 
the sulphur is considered near enough.” And, again, under “ Raw Ironstone:” “ It is not 
customary in practice ” * * * “to test ironstone, or indeed anything in the wet state, 

owing to the liability of the sample to dry, and thus impair the accuracy of the results.” 

It is hardly necessary to say that we dissent entirely from these two statements. 

We must also refer to page 78, on which the calculation of carbon is directed to be 
made by means of vulgar fractions instead of decimals, which appears to us a retrogade 
step, and ought to have been entirely abolished from a work published in 1882. 





